In the title compound, C 15 H 15 N 3 O 6 , the dihedral angle between the planes of the benzene and imidazole rings is 34.93 (10) . An intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond is observed. In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules into chains parallel to the c axis. 
For the applications and biological activities of nitroimidazole and its derivatives, see: Maeda et al. (1953) ; Larina & Lopyrev (2009); Zhang et al. (2014) ; Gillis & Wiseman (1996) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2013 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL, PARST (Nardelli, 1995) and PLATON (Spek, 2009 ).
S1. Comment
Nitroimidazoles are well recognized as antibacterial agents since the early 1950s as azomycin, i.e. 2-nitroimidazole, was discovered (Maeda et al., 1953) . The imidazole moiety has a wide range of biological activities such as anticancer, antifungal, antibacterial, antitubercular, antiparasitic, antihistaminic, antineuropathic, antihypertensive, anti-inflammatory, antiobesity, antiviral, antitumor, antihelmintic, antiallergic, antineoplastic, local analgesic, and spazmolytic activities (Larina & Lopyrev, 2009; Zhang et al., 2014) . Nowadays, various drugs are available which belongs to the nitroimidazole class such as secnidazole (Flagentyl), metronidazole (Flagyl), ornidazole (Xynor), tinidazole (Fasigyn) and others.
Secnidazole is an efficient drug in the treatment of protozoal infections. Secnidazole has been explored for the treatment of amoebiasis, giardiasis, urogenital trichomoniasis and nonspecific bacterial vaginosis (Gillis & Wiseman, 1996) .
In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the mean planes through the benzene (C2-C7) and imidazole (N2/C11/N1/C12/C13) rings form a dihedral angle of 34.93 (10)°. The bond lengths and angles are within the normal ranges and in agreement with those observed in related compounds (Xiao et al., 2008; Shahid et al.; . The molecular conformation is stabilized by a non-classical C-H···O hydrogen bond (Table 1 ). In the crystal, molecules are linked into chains parallel to the c axis via intermolecular O-H···N hydrogen bonds (Table 1 , Fig. 2 ).
S2. Experimental
For the synthesis of title compound, 10.8 mmol of secnidazole (2 g) and 10.8 mmol of phthalic anhydride (1.6 g) were dissolved in a mixture of acetone (15 ml) and pyridine (1 ml). The reaction mixture was allowed to reflux for 12 h. After completion of the reaction, the solvent was evaporated under vacuum and the crude product was washed with little amounts of pure water, methanol and toluene to get colourless crystals in 63% yield. M. 
S3. Refinement
The hydroxyl H atom was located in a difference Fourier map and refined freely. All other H atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined using a riding model approximation, with C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms.
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at 50% probability level.
Figure 2
Crystal packing of the title compound viewed down the b axis. Only hydrogen atoms involved in O-H···N hydrogen bonds (dashed lines) are shown.
2-{[1-(2-Methyl-5-nitro-1H-imidazol-1-yl)propan-2-yloxy]carbonyl}benzoic acid
Crystal data ) is used only for calculating -R-factor-obs etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

